NUS is changing – you are reading the manifesto of a student parent, who left school at 15
without a GCSE to his name. I should probably be another unemployment statistic, but the
reason I am not is because of the power of education. And it is for that reason that I am
standing to be your next Vice President Society and Citizenship.
This zone for me is about capturing the transformative power of education, to build people’s
confidence to stand up and defy all the elitist expectations of who should and who should not be in
education. Defying expectations of what a student union is; proving wrong the dangerous
assumptions about students, and showing that our diverse membership care about far more than
just tuition fees in HE. We will show that a tidal wave of change is coming – and it’s coming from
your campus.
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Change can come in the form of activism, of campaigns like the living wage
campaign, in the form of community organising alongside trade unions, or in
2015 when students will be mobilised to make their mark at the ballot box.
Change will not always come quickly, or easily – and that’s why I would be
honoured to lead this zone to ensure its rightful place at the heart of the fight
for the students of today, and of tomorrow.
Society and Citizenship zone has grown over the last two years, but it hasn’t
gone far enough. This should be a zone that is relevant to any student on any
campus, whether you are a BTEC Student at Burton and South Derbyshire
College or a training to be a Nurse at Edge Hill University this should be a zone
for you and a zone where your fight is NUS’s fight too.
Here are just a few ideas to take this zone from good to great; to get to the core
of our values as an organisation and empower students to put their values into
action, creating a ripple effect to transform lives for students and citizens alike.

If you want to have a chat about anything in this manifesto,
or require it in a different format don’t hesitate to call me
on 07854402476 or e-mail dom4vpsoccit@hotmail.com
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Soc & Cit that delivers for your campus
If elected I will:
- Bring Soc & Cit to your campuses with regular visits
and regional workshops to train new leaders and
organisers
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university relevant campaigns to your campuses
- Work with liberation officers on issues of social
justice such as exposing the gender pay gap when it
comes to poverty wages
- Politicise student volunteering by getting liberation
groups into schools to educate the community leaders
of tomorrow
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Students’ Unions should be at the heart of every community. The days where
colleges and universities could sit within their towns and cities and ignore the
ever growing social issues around them are over. Institutions work for the public
good – we in the student movement must hold them to that principle.
Activism shouldn’t just be about the how, it should be about the issues that inspire it,
motivating students to take action. I want this zone to make activism something that
delivers for students locally – not just statistical wins for NUS nationally.
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