
Deborah-Hermannsmy-student-experience
Arrested–-suspended–-then-banned-from-elections

On-Wednesday-
5Eth-January-I-
made-a-decision-
which-has-
defined-my-
short4term–-if-
not-long4term–-
futureN

It-was-a-decision-
that-I-made-

after-watching-
my-friends-

beaten-by-police-
and-securityN-

Have-Panic-
attacks–-

collapse–-be-
denied-medical-
treatment-and-

after-being-
kettled-in-the-

pouring-rain-by-
police-for-three-

hoursN

The-decision-I-made-was-not-to-give-the-police-my-nameN-Maybe-it-was-
naive–-maybe-it-was-stupid–-and-it-was-probably-mostly-stubborn

-But- I- did- so-for- one- simple- reason;- I-felt- I-
had- been- treated- unjustly- along-with- all- of-
the- other- kettled- protestersN- I- knew- of- my-
right- not- to- give- the- police- my- name- as- a-
condition- to- be- released- from- a- kettle–- and-
of-my-right-to-not-be-arrested-for-itN-I-knew-
that- I- had- done- nothing- wrongN- I- had- not-
committed- any- criminal- damage- or- assault–-
and-so-I-had-nothing-to-fearN

I-was-arrested–-for-not-giving-
my-name–-I-spent-5V-horrible-
hours-in-a-cell-–-not-counting-
the-"-hours-between-my-actual-
arrest-and-my-arrival-in-my-
temporary-homeN-I-got-released-to-
find-my-bail-conditions-
essentially-banning-me-from-
doing-anything;–-from-going-on-
campus–-to-seeing-my-friends–--
going-to-any-parties-or-even-sport-
matches–-and-to-forcing-me-to-
sleep-at-my-own-house-every-
single-nightN

Not-only-this-but-the-Guild-of-Students–-my-student-union–-have-added-to-
my-problemsN-The-Guild-president-Poppy-Wilkson-put-out-a-statement-
regarding-the-demonstrationN-At-the-time-it-was-written-and-published-I-
was-being-kettled-along-with-1FS-other-studentsN-The----
statement-claims-that-the-protest-had-
a--.negative-impact.-on-students-as-a-
result-of-it-disrupting-the-.Give-it-a-Go-
Fair.–--and-that-the-Guild-did-.not-
condone-the-action-taken.N-But-there-
was-no-condemnation-of-
students-being-kettled-for-"-
hours-in-the-cold-and-rainN-And-there-
was-no-criticism-of-the-police-
for-using-illegal-tactics-
and-wrongfully-
arresting-studentsN-And-where-
was-the-outrage-that-student-
protestors-were-refused-water–
-food-or-access-to-toilets?
-

When- I-was- released–- not- only- did- I- find-
out- about- the- GuildMs- attack- on- me–- my-
draconian- - bail- conditions–- and- my-
suspensions-from-the-university–-but-I-also--
found- myself- banned- from- my- own-
student- union- electionsN- This- has- left-me-
with- no- opportunity- to- run- for- the-
position- of- Vice- President- EducationU-
something- which- I- had- been- looking-
forward-to–-been-preparing-for–-and-into-
which-I-had-invested-considerable-timeN

I-believe-the-UniversityMs-reaction-to-the-5Eth-Jan–
and-the-suspensions-specifically–-have-to-be-seen-in-the-
wider-context-of-harassment-used-by-university-
managers-against-protestersN-They-constantly-try-to-
single-out-students-who-do-not-fit-their-agenda–-put-
them-through-disciplinary-procedures–-threaten-them-
with-expulsion–-and-generally-try-to-intimidate-them-as-
much-as-possibleN

poppy-wilkinson-is-running-
for-block-of-1FN

my-message-is--donotbetraystudents
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