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This year we chose to start rebuilding our movement,
focusing on the issues that really matter to students.
We decided to stand for something rather than just
against everything. We've begun to deliver real change;
locally and nationally but we have so much more to do.

Fighting for jobs, for a better education for all and to
end student poverty. We’ll prove that the student
movement isn’t a one trick pony – we’ll mobilise
students and their communities alike to hold politicians
to account and vote for a new deal.

We've renewed our commitment to the trade union
movement, employed community organisers in your
unions, brought training online for the first time, and
delivered huge concessions on the lobbying bill,
particularly in the nations, as well as registering
thousands of students to vote.

And here's what we'll do next:

We need to support students to campaign on the
ground because we know that elections are won locally.

• Register every student to vote automatically when

• Create a General Election strategy for every
students' union

• Deliver community organising training on your
campuses

they enrol at college or university

DELIVERING REAL CHANGE IN EDUCATION FOR ALL

Together, and working with our allies across the trade
union movement, we've secured £45m in postgraduate
funding, delivered guarantees on the sale of the student
loan book and saved £28m in the face of cuts to the
National Scholarship programme. We've finally
prioritised further education by getting fees for
apprentices scrapped, delivering a pilot of independent
complaints for Further Education College and saved the
£350m Student Opportunities Fund.

what we want - publicly owned education, delivering for
our communities. Together, now and in 2015, we’ll fight
to deliver exactly that.

Across our campuses we’re setting out a vision for the
kind of education system we want to see – a truly
public, tertiary education system. The fact is, we know

and a new drive to secure democratic institutions

“

This year we’re going to:

• Mobilise communities in 2015 to support a single
education system funded through progressive
taxation and an end to market driven competition

• Support students’ unions to secure fair pay for staff
• Demand protections for international students once
and for all

Re-electing Toni as NUS UK President is not a choice it's a must. Her ability to
lead this movement in the direction it needs to go is second to none.
Becky O'Hagan, President, Heriot Watt

ENDING EXPLOITATION TO SECURE A NEW DEAL FOR WORK
We've demanded fair pay in HE and FE - in the
boardroom and on the picket line, delivered campaigns
on the Living Wage, Graduate Unemployment and zero
hours contracts, a working agreement with the TUC,
we're developing best practice for students’ unions in
their own employment and we've launched the national
society of apprentices throughout the UK. We’ve
stopped talking about solidarity – we’ve started
delivering it.
The fact is, unemployment is the biggest crisis of our
generation - almost a million young people out of work.
We need to take the fight directly to employers - an end
to poverty pay, unpaid internships, low paid
apprenticeships and exploitative conditions.

“

So we’re going to:

• Develop a national student employer accreditation
scheme - stamping out unpaid internships and
fighting for a living wage

• Create regional graduate employer hubs, because

our careers fairs shouldn't be filled with the same
old big corporations

• Demand all of the student movement's suppliers
sign up to take on more graduates and apprentices

• Offer joint trade union and student union
membership to all students

I’m backing Toni on her record; from combating market culture in our classrooms, to winning
huge concessions on issues like the student loan book sell-off. Going into the General Election,
we need political direction that our members can believe in – Toni is that leadership.
Zahid Raja, President, Swansea

TACKLING STUDENT POVERTY, A NEW AGENDA FOR CHANGE
We know that poverty forces people out of study, into
the arms of payday lenders and threatens their mental
health. When students' unions are opening food banks,
your national union needs to act. We’re not prepared to
sit back and accept that people are going hungry
because their loans and grants don’t add up to cover
their rent, let alone their food. We're going to fight for a
better deal for students from their institution and use
our strength in our communities. We’re going to

“

campaign nationally and locally to end student poverty
in the UK.
This year we'll:

• Campaign for student support that actually covers
the cost of living

• Demand fair, affordable housing for all students
• Work with suppliers locally and nationally to support
students most in need

Toni has put a whole new definition to the term ‘leadership’. She’s inspired and empowered a
new generation of women in the student movement to be more confident leaders. She’s
shown that no matter where you’re from, or the barriers or challenges that we face, we can all
make a difference to the movement of change.

WOMEN IN LEADERSHIP

Charlotte Butler, Welfare Officer, Canterbury College

I’m so proud of the work we’ve been doing together,
changing the way that we see leadership in the student
movement and beyond; challenging ourselves and our
institutions to do better. We’ve finally begun to question
what leadership looks like – not just leading from the
front but empowering students to change things
themselves. But there’s more to do.

So here’s what we’re going to do next:

• Support black, LGBT, international and disabled
students into leadership through coaching

• Continue to fight lad culture wherever it rears its
head

• Deliver research on lad culture in Further Education

If you require this manifesto in a different format, please
visit my website, or contact me at toni.pearce@gmail.com.

#PEARCE4PRES

