RACHEL WENSTONE
#1 Vice President Higher Education
Fighting for the real value of our education
EDUCATION IS AN ESSENTIAL ELEMENT IN CREATING A BETTER WORLD.
Higher Education has a transformational
potential, not just for students, but also

We have reached a seminal point
in UK Higher Education and our HE

for our communities, both local and

campaign. The decisions that we make

global. HE needs to be accessible to all.
We have to celebrate it, and highlight

now will affect how students engage
in their education forever. We need to

the political, cultural and economic

challenge those who have accepted

EHQHÀWVWKDWLWFUHDWHV:HPXVWVWDQG
XQLWHGWRÀJKWIRUWKHUHDOYDOXHRIRXU

the premise of a marketised higher
education, as a private luxury, not a

education.

societal necessity.

Higher Education is too important to

,ZLOOWKHOHDGWKHÀJKWWRUHEXLOGRXU

be left to politicians and University

public education system. Together we

Management. Students are equals;
we need to be partners in all aspects
of knowledge creation. Together, we

need to ensure educational experiences
work for every student. When we
talk about quality, innovation in the

need to protect access to education for
future generations. Together, we need to

classroom, or the student experience,
we do it as an equal in the creation of

improve access to this transformational
experience.

knowledge, not as a consumer.

CREATING MEANINGFUL, LASTING AND

create meaningful, lasting and citywide
institutional change to widening
participation (WP) work. Local city
councils have been under used by many
students’ unions. Lobbying for education
strategies at a local government level
will help:
1. Co-ordinate WP activity across each city
 Between schools, FE colleges, HE
institutions, and their students’ unions
 Between SU’s and their institution,
increasing opportunities for students
to mentor and inspire school children
 Combine the efforts of SUs in the
same city, creating a shared agenda
for WP in their city
2. Hold our institutions to account
 By supporting students’ unions
to challenge their institution’s

,·YHQRGRXEWWKDW5DFKHOZRXOG
WLFNDOOWKRVHER[HVDVZHOODV
GULYLQJRXU+LJKHU(GXFDWLRQZRUN
IRUZDUGWREHFRPLQJSRZHUIXOO\
FDPSDLJQVIRFXVHG6KHKDVP\
IXOOVXSSRUWµ
/LDP%XUQV1DWLRQDO3UHVLGHQW186

ENSURING ACCESS TO
POSTGRADUATE STUDY

FIGHTING FOR FAIR ACCESS
CITYWIDE ACCESS TO EDUCATION
I will empower students’ unions to

“In the run up to the next General
(OHFWLRQ186QHHGVRIÀFHUVZKR
DUHYHUVDWLOHNQRZWKHLUVWXIIRQ
DUDQJHRIDUHDVDVZHOODVEHLQJ
H[SHUWVLQWKHLURZQSRUWIROLR

management on the assurances
made in their access agreements
3. Improve WP work within our institutions
 Help students’ unions push their HE
institutions to focus WP at an earlier
age, concentrating on access, not
recruitment
 Support the creation of progress
agreements between FE and HE
 Stop HE institutions ignoring their local
community. Our biggest university
cities have the most impoverished
communities on their doorsteps
 Create a WP bible of best practice
for SUs to share
FOUNDATION DEGREES
Foundation degrees can be the key tool
in opening university up to those who
are let down by the school system.
 ,ZLOOÀJKWWRHQVXUHWKDWIRXQGDWLRQ
courses are free, and that students
receive full and tailored support to
see them through onto their degree

No one – not the government, the
opposition, universities nor the mission
groups – have proposed a better
funding system for postgraduate
taught education. We need to set the
agenda, now.
 I will ensure NUS leads the
way, creating a proposal for a
progressive, well-funded system
of taught postgraduate study, a
regulated system that includes a
national bursary and scholarship
scheme
 WP does not end at undergraduate
OHYHO,ZLOOÀJKWIRUDIDLUIXQGLQJ
system, which protects both access
to and retention in postgrad study
 ,ZLOOÀJKWWRHQVXUHSRVWJUDG
research students earn a respectful
living for marking and teaching

If you would like a copy of my extended manifesto, this manifesto in another format, or have any questions, please get in touch:
voterachel.co.uk
facebook.com/voterachel
twitter.com/rachel_wenstone
rachel.wenstone@nus.org.uk

RETENTION - FIGHTING FOR EQUAL EXPERIENCE, NOT JUST ACCESS
Access to HE is only half the battle.
Irrelevant of background, every student

 Enable students’ union to carry out
an investigation into the ‘student life

deserves the opportunity to make the

cycle’ of different students on their

most of their time at university. Access
to a quality student experience should

campus to establish when students
need support. Using this information,

never be undermined by lack of

students’ unions will be able to lobby

knowledge, funding or support.

for effective, focused, induction

Working closely with the NUS Welfare
Campaign, I will:
 Carry out an investigation establishing
who is leaving university, from which
courses and why
 Lobby the government and mission
groups to commit to tackling the
LVVXHVGULYLQJORZUHWHQWLRQVSHFLÀFDOO\
where there are “high risk” groups
 Create a toolkit that students’ unions
can use to hold their institution to
account

 Fight to end hidden course costs; not
just course materials, but also years
abroad and in industry, and extracurricular opportunities
 Carry out an investigation into the
LPSDFWRIÁH[LEOHGHJUHHSURYLVLRQEH
that part-time, distance or condensed
learning, so we are able to support
students choosing this option
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UCLAN Students’ Union

MAKING THE CASE FOR HIGHER EDUCATION AS A PUBLIC GOOD
The student movement knows that
education is a social leveller. We know it

A NEW DEAL FOR MATURE &
PART-TIME STUDENTS

creates growth in the economy. We know
society relies on research and innovation
to create a better future.

MAKING SURE LOANS WORK FOR PART-

But Universities have failed to demonstrate
this public value. They have failed to tell

TIME STUDENTS
Under the new fees regime, 30% of all
part-time students will be entitled to a

the compelling story. Universities have
failed to make the case, so we have to
shout louder. I will:

loan. But the Student Loans Company
(SLC), and Government have no idea
how this will be delivered, and as yet,

 Create a UK-wide campaign on the
public good of HE – a pro-active
movement, to renew the passion seen

have not even started to address this
issue. I will:
 Hold Government and the SLC to
account and prevent a failure of
SDUWWLPHÀQDQFLDOSURYLVLRQ
 Work with the Union Development
campaign to create guidelines on
how best to open our unions to all
VWXGHQWV7KLVZLOOLQFOXGHWKHÁH[LEOH
provision of academic advice,
representation and welfare provision

on the streets of our towns and cities
around the country last year, and to

for education
 Fight to win guarantees from all political
parties to reinvest funding into HE
 Empower students to take action
on their own campuses, in their own
cities and across the country. We
need coordinated action, where
students take to the streets to remind
communities, local government and
the UK how important education really
is. We need to create a movement in
which all tactics are an option, where
we can celebrate the width of our
movement and the power of those who
believe in our cause

create a new generation of advocates

ABOUT ME
 10-12 NUS NEC, Block of 15
 10 -11 Communications and Internal
$IIDLUV2IÀFHU/HHGV8QLYHUVLW\8QLRQ
 11-12 NUS Women’s Committee
 09-10 General Student Rep, Union
Council, LUU
 08-09 Student Society Chair, LUU

IT’S A PARTNERSHIP; STUDENTS ARE PARTNERS IN KNOWLEDGE CREATION
Students’ unions need to work in
partnership, as equals, alongside their
institution to ensure the best university
experience. We should be at the very
heart of setting the priorities in our
universities, not as consumers, but as
equals in knowledge creation. To support
this work, I will:
 Lobby to have Student Led Teaching
Awards recognised as a key measure
of teaching quality in our institutions – a
qualitative measure of the relationship
between students and their tutors

 Lobby government to make partnership
agreements (student charters)
compulsory
 Ensure partnership agreements include
expectations on every element of
the university experience, not just
academic provision
 Work with UCU to create meaningful
relationships between students and
staff on our campuses; translating
solidarity into political action
 Raise the status of course reps in our SU’s
to be mirrored in our institutions

MY RECORD
 Worked with Leeds Met to ensure 750
students and staff, HE and FE, were
able to travel to the National Nov 10th
Demo
 Organised local demo of 3000 in
Leeds, against the cuts to education
 Led a deputation to Leeds City
Council, demanding they mitigate the
affects of increased fees in the city
 Created a ‘Blueprint for Partnership
work’ a long-term plan for partnership
work between LUU and the University

